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2018 End of Year Report 

The FREE Founda.on just wrapped up a milestone year:  completed five years of teaching 
economics to middle school students at Caprock Academy, and had the largest aCendance so 
far at the economic leadership conference in November.  The FREE Founda.on board added two 
young, dynamic individuals:  Kelly Johnston, a business owner and adjunct professor of 
accoun.ng at CMU, and Elaine MaChews, owner of the PR firm of MaChews Consul.ng.  Elaine 
is responsible for the print and TV media recogni.on, and Kelly’s connec.on with CMU is 
helping to grow the scope and influence of the FREE Founda.on. 

The Western Slope Economic Leadership Conference was a huge success, having 187 students 
registered from 12 area high schools and many homeschool students.  T.K. Coleman, from 
PRAXIS and Founda.on for Economic Educa.on (FEE), was a popular keynote speaker, 
encouraging young people to take responsibility to make changes themselves, bringing unique 
perspec.ves and talents to the effort.  Hands-on ac.vi.es and lessons on economic principles 
and leadership were presented by Anna Jane Paras, from FEE.  

 Par.cipants were asked on the conference evalua.on: ”A_er aCending this program, do you 
think economic freedom is essen.al to social and economic progress?”                                                                                                                                 
Yes, but I already thought that. .……….50.86%       Yes, and now I think differently………..47.41%  
Each year we find many of the students and teachers are unfamiliar with free market concepts, 
thus, valida.ng the need to prepare students for leadership through economic educa.on. 

The FREE Founda.on is an en.rely volunteer organiza.on; there are no paid staff members.     
All donated funds go directly to pay for conference expenses and curricular materials.  Students 
and teachers on the western slope of Colorado have the opportunity to learn economic 
principles and leadership skills through the teaching programs of the FREE Founda.on. 

Considering the nega.ve view many young people and teachers hold for capitalism and a free 
market economy, teaching economic principles and an “economic way of thinking” is even more 
cri.cal than ever to ensure our country’s well- being in the future.     

We certainly appreciate your con.nued support, which will allow the FREE Founda.on to reach 
and teach even more students and teachers in 2019.   
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