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2017 End of Year Report 

 “You changed lives here today!” was a comment made by one of the Grand Junc5on High School 
teachers following the third annual Western Slope Economic Leadership Conference in November. Over 
130 students and teachers spent the day learning and talking about the World of Economics.  This theme 
was demonstrated in a number of hands-on ac5vi5es by Dr. John Brock, interna5onally acclaimed 
professor of economics, as he taught the importance of defined property rights and voluntary exchange. 
Donald Fell, curriculum director for Founda5on for Teaching Economics, demonstrated the shrinking 
numbers of individuals in poverty throughout the world being directly propor5onal to free market 
economies.  Kelly Johnston, a local business owner and adjunct professor at CMU, commanded the 
students’ full aUen5on as she urged them to set goals and develop plans of ac5on so they can beUer be 
prepared for fulfilling careers.  As students and teachers were leaving the CMU ballroom, it was 
encouraging to overhear adjec5ves describing their day:  “…powerful, interes;ng, amazing…” 

 The mission of the FREE Founda5on is cri5cal to the youth of today.  On April 23, 2016, Max 
Ehrenfreund, repor5ng on a recent Harvard University survey of young adults between ages 18 and 29, 
revealed that most young people do not support capitalism.  The reason for this lies in the fact that 
young people are not taught the concepts of free market enterprise in most public schools and colleges.  

 Economic educa5on for young people and teachers is the goal for the FREE Founda5on board 
members, who con5nue to voluntarily teach economics to middle school students at Caprock Academy 
each fall semester and are already planning the fourth annual Western Slope Economic Leadership 
Conference scheduled at the CMU Ballroom on Tuesday, November 13, 2018. 

 The economic leadership conference would not be possible without the generous dona5ons 
from our supporters.  All donated funds go directly to paying for conference expenses.  On behalf of the 
FREE Founda5on board members, I want to thank you for helping us promote capitalism and free market 
concepts through your dona5ons.  With your support and encouragement, we will con5nue to “stamp 
out economic ignorance one student at a 5me.” 
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