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Weapons violation alleged
A 48-year-old woman was advised Thurs-

day on possible felony menacing and 
weapons charges after allegedly pointing 
a sawed-off  shotgun at a man Wednesday 
and unsuccessfully attempting to pull the 
trigger.

Tara Nielsen is alleged to have pointed 
the shortened shotgun at a man at a resi-
dence in 500 block of  28 3/4 Road “and at-
tempted to cycle the weapon several times,” 
according to an arrest record.

A witness told police that when Nielsen 
tried to pull the trigger and could not, she 
asked the witness, “How does this thing 
work?” before having the weapon wrestled 
away from her.

Nielsen allegedly told police investigators 
that two people — one who was in the home 
during the incident and another man who 
witnesses said was not there — “essentially 
kidnapped” her before the altercation.

Nielsen’s bond was set at $5,000 cash-on-
ly on Thursday, and a prosecutor said that 
more serious charges might be filed later in 

the case.

According to the Grand Junction Po-
lice Department:

■ Christian Torres, 19, Louis Guillen, 21, 
and Raymon Chavez, 19, are each accused 
of  felony drug-related charges on Aug. 29.

■ Joshua Simpson, 42, was cited on sus-
picion of  shoplifting at 107 Grand Ave. on 
Sept. 14.

■ Edgar Castanda Alday, 33, is accused of  
assault on Sept. 15.

■ Someone caused a loss of  less than $50 
when an item of value was taken from a res-
idence located near the 500 block of  29 Road 
on July 15.

■ Jefferi Orona, 35, is accused of  drug dis-
tribution on Monday.

■ Someone stole a victim’s vehicle from 
the area of  Eighth Street and Ute Avenue 
on Sept. 1 and also stole more than $5,000 in 
items from the victim.

■ Someone caused a loss of  more than 
$20,000 when a utility-terrain vehicle was 
taken from an enclosed trailer located on 
Sanford Drive on Sept. 16.

■ Thomas Jarvis, 43, is accused of  harass-

ment and unlawful weapons possession on 
Wednesday.

■ William Kneebone, 64, is accused of  as-
sault on Wednesday.

■ Tommy Mickey, 25, is accused of  drug 
possession on Wednesday.

According to the Mesa County Sher-
iff’s Office:

■ Danielle Giocanazzi, 20, is accused of  vi-
olating a restraining order on Sept. 10.

■ Hector Luna-Cruz, 51, is accused of  DUI 
and criminal mischief  on Tuesday.

■ Zachary Ortiz, 30, is accused of  theft and 
a drug violation on Tuesday.

According to the Montrose County 
Sheriff’s Office:

■ Justin R. Coslett, 24, Montrose, is ac-
cused of  violating a protection order on 
Wednesday.

■ Michael A. Reygadas, 45, San Antonio, 
Texas, is accused of  DUI, domestic violence 
and third-degree assault on Wednesday.

■ Tylor J. Henning, 24, Montrose, is ac-
cused of  prohibited use of  a weapon on 
Wednesday.
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Reed Struwe, a 12-year-old seventh-grader, right, and Collin Blanchard, a 14-year-old eighth-grader, make a trade at Caprock Academy.The 
Academy and a local foundation are teaching students about the free-enterprise system, financial literacy and economics. Thursday’s lesson 
addressed open markets with hands-on activities on trade, voluntary exchange, costs and benefits.

For 45 minutes on Thursday, 
a Caprock Academy classroom 
turned into miniature trade 
center. 

Students were handed plain 
paper bags filled with dol-
lar-store treasures, and they 
could swap with a classmate 
if  they wanted something else. 
They bartered fuzzy feather 
boas and pencil bags, hair clips 
and tiny notebooks. 

Eighth-grader Luke Chan-
dler made an impassioned 
speech about the quality of  
his highlighters in an effort to 
market them, and a classmate 
agreed to trade him a glass-
es-cleaning kit.

In between trade attempts 

and a few loud negotiations, re-
tired educator Phyllis Hunsing-
er gave a lesson on economics. 

“Trade is a voluntary ex-
change, and people make 
choices about trade and about 
what they value,” Hunsinger 
said. “This is teaching them 
about free trade and about op-
portunity cost.”

Hunsinger founded the 
FREE Foundation, a local non-
profit that works to inform stu-
dents about economics, espe-
cially free market economies. 
Hunsinger has been teaching 
a weekly class to Caprock mid-
dle-schoolers for five years. 

“We believe that kids need to 
know how the economic reali-
ties of  the world work, so they 
can understand them and be 
successful,” she said. 

Hunsinger called the class 
to order at different points and 
asked them to rate how satis-
fied they were with their items 
— after they first saw their 
items, after they saw what oth-
er students had, and after two 
different trades. Student satis-
faction went down after they 
saw what was in their class-
mates’ bags, went up with the 
first round of trading and went 
down after the second round of  
trading. 

Seventh-grader Delaney 
Foos was one of  a few students 
who didn’t trade with anyone. 
She was happy with the screw-
driver in her bag. “Compared 
to what everyone else has, I 
would say mine is pretty good,” 
she said. 

Delaney signed up for the 

class because she heard good 
things about it from other stu-
dents. 

“It’s fun to learn about how 
companies work and econo-
mies in different places work,” 
she said. “I didn’t think I was 
going to enjoy it as much as I 
do.” 

This is Luke’s second year 
taking the class — he enjoyed 
it so much last year he wanted 
to take it again, even if  some of  
the lessons will be the same. 

“I think it’s going to help me 
a lot with money and finances, 
even when I’m in college,” he 
said. 

Throughout the semester, 
students will learn how to cre-
ate a business and get critiques 
and advice from local business 
owners and educators.

Learning the tricks of the trade
By KATIE LANGFORD

Katie.Langford@gjsentinel.com

Students learn about free market, bartering in economy workshop

The death of  a Grand Junc-
tion soldier whose body was 
found on a Washington military 
base Tuesday is under investi-
gation, according to a U.S. Army 
spokesman.

The body of 25-year-old U.S. 
Army Spc. Matthew Pollock 
was found in his personal car 
near Sequalitchew Lake at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, a joint 
Army-Air Force facility about 
15 miles from Tacoma, Wash-
ington, according to Lt. Col. Scot 
Keith, an I Corps spokesman. 

Pollock was stationed at the 

base when he died.
Pollock enlisted in the Army 

in 2014 at age 21 in Grand Junc-
tion, according to Keith. He has 
served in the Fifth Battalion 
Third Field Artillery since July 
2016 as a radio communications 
security repairer, deployed to 
the United Arab Emirates, and 
has been decorated multiple 
times. 

Military investigators — rath-
er than local law enforcement 
— will conduct the investigation 
into his death since it occurred 
on a base, Keith said. 

GJ soldier’s death
being investigated
at Washington base

By GABRIELLE PORTER
Gabrielle.Porter@gjsentinel.com

U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton, R-Co-
lo., has introduced a bill seeking 
to ensure that communities and 
businesses impacted by wild-
fires on public lands receive 
necessary disaster-related eco-
nomic assistance.

Tipton’s office said in a news 
release that H.R. 6799, the Fed-
eral Lands Fire-Related Inci-
dents Recovery and Econom-
ic Stimulus (Federal Lands 
FIRES) Act, “would create a 
new disaster designation for 

wildfires, of  which 40 percent or 
more burned on federal lands, 
ensuring that the surrounding 
communities qualify for federal 
economic disaster relief.”

The assistance would be avail-
able for direct impacts from the 
fire and nondirect damages up 
to 100 miles from burn areas.

Currently, his office said, 
fires burning primarily on fed-
eral lands don’t qualify for di-
saster declarations under the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Re-
lief  and Emergency Assistance 
(Stafford) Act. That means that 
communities and businesses 

operating on federal land and 
in surrounding areas aren’t eli-
gible for federal disaster-related 
economic assistance, including 
through the Small Business Ad-
ministration’s Economic Inju-
ry Disaster Loan Program and 
the Community Development 
Block Grants – Disaster Relief  
program.

Tipton cited this year’s 416 
Fire, which burned more than 
50,000 acres in southwest Col-
orado, as a case in which sur-
rounding communities weren’t 
able to qualify for federal disas-
ter assistance despite experi-

encing secondary impacts. That 
fire resulted in mudslides im-
pacting private businesses.

The bill also would assist 
businesses operating on feder-
al land, such as camps, resorts 
and recreational businesses.

Tipton’s measure would auto-
matically trigger eligibility for 
disaster assistance loans from 
the SBA for small businesses 
within disaster areas designat-
ed under the bill’s provisions. 
Business assistance under the 
bill would be limited to compa-
nies with revenues of  less than 
$3 million per year.

Tipton bill would help those harmed by wildfires
By DENNIS WEBB

Dennis.Webb@gjsentinel.com
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425 Main St.  •  242-7690

“Better Shoes Since 1911”er Shoes Since 1911“Betterer
Shoe Fit Co.

YES, We Have…

Your locally owned store and remember parking in the back.

Free Gait

Analysis

Mon. - Fri. 
9:00 - 6:00  

Sat. 9:00 - 5:30
Sun. 11:00 - 3:00

Fall is coming!
See the colors on a new 

mountain bike!

10th & North

(970) 243-0807 • www.thebikeshopgj.com

SALE!

922 North 1st St.
970-243-1176

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY DAY
(Excluding Sale Items)

M-Sat 8-Midnight • Sun 10-6

ATM

Prices good thru September 30, or while quantities last.  No other discounts apply.

Baker’s Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey  750

............................................................ Reg $56.99   SALE   
$4999

Old Charter 8 yr Bourbon  750 ............. Reg $14.49   SALE   
$1299

Rebel Yell Small Batch Rye Whiskey  750 Reg $24.99   SALE   
$1999

Lot 40 Canadian Whiskey  750 ............ Reg $39.99   SALE   
$3499

Jesse James Honey Whiskey  750  Everyday Low Price   
$1599

Hill Billy 86 Proof Bourbon  750 ...........Reg $19.99   SALE   
$1699

Hill Billy 101 Proof Bourbon  750 .........Reg $28.99   SALE   
$2499

Sheep Dip Scotch  750 ........................ Reg $42.99   SALE   
$3999

Scoresby Scotch  750 .......................... Reg $17.99   SALE   
$1499

Tyroconnel Irish Whiskey  750 ............. Reg $38.99   SALE   
$3499

Bushmill’s 10 yr Irish Whiskey  750 .... Reg $45.99   SALE   
$3999

Mystic Mountain Outlaw Cinnamon Whiskey  750

.............................................................Reg $28.99   SALE   
$2499

Canadian Club 12 yr  1.75 .................... Reg $33.99   SALE   
$2999

Quality Whiskey/Bourbons on Sale!

144813

Starts October 4th, 2018 and runs every
Thursday evening 6-10 pm for 7 weeks.
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