
 

December 31, 2015 

End of the Year Report to Donors 

The purpose of the FREE Foundation is to help students and teachers learn about America’s free enterprise system, 
financial literacy, and economics.  We are pleased to announce that 2015 was our most successful year to date. 

Four students from Grand Junction attended the Economics for Leaders, a week-long camp in Boulder, Colorado in June, 
2015.  This was double the number of students who attended the prior year.  Two students who have attended the 
camp were interviewed by Geo Van Gilder for his radio show. 

The board members again taught an economics class to middle school students each Thursday afternoon at Caprock 
Academy in Grand Junction.  There were twenty students, twice the number of students we had last year, who met with 
us regularly.  The young people are amazingly talented; grasp the economic concepts readily; and, are eager to 
participate in lively discussions about free markets. 

Our newest and greatest leap of faith to date was the 2015 Western Slope Economic Leadership Conference we hosted 
at the Colorado Mesa University ballroom on November 10.  Every effort was made to produce a first-class conference 
for high school students and their sponsors.  Helen Raleigh, author of “Confucius Never Said,” was the keynote speaker.  
Each participant received a copy of Helen’s book.  The leadership portion of the day was directed by Betsy Bair, who led 
the students in group discussions and group activities to help them identify strong, positive leadership characteristics. 
The students were provided lunch in the CMU dining hall before the afternoon sessions which included topics such as 
living within your means; voluntary exchange in free markets; private property rights and imminent domain; and making 
good money choices. 

Approximately 100 high school students and 12 sponsors from ten area schools attended the all-day conference.  The 
participants completed an evaluation of the conference at the end of the day and the results are worth sharing.  When 
asked to rate their overall feelings about this conference, over 92% scored the conference as “awesome” or “almost 
awesome” with 7% rating the conference as “average.”  Since 92% stated they would recommend this conference to 
fellow students, and teachers said they wanted to attend again, the FREE Foundation has already begun planning for the 
2016 Western Slope Economic Leadership Conference on Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2016, at the CMU ballroom.   

Finances limited conference attendance to 100 students; however, we now know that the conference is a worthwhile 
activity. Thank you for your contribution to economic education for students and teachers on the western slope of 
Colorado. Please help us reach more students with your continued financial support in 2016. 

        Sincerely, 

        Phyllis Hunsinger 
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